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The Importance and Prospect of the Judicial
Inquiry Framework Applied to Investigation of
Child Sexual Assault Cases

Huang Tsui-Wen and Wen Ling-Yu

Abstract

Due to Many child sexual assault cases are often lack of other physical
evidence, the victim’s judiciary interrogations will be the key to the quality of the
following prosecution and trial results. Furthermore, such victims often have special
physical and psychological reactions to the cases. If law enforcement officers do
not have gender-awareness or understand the physical and mental conditions of
victims, they will not be able to understand the victim’s situation. Then, it may
lead to erroneous criminal justice procedures or results. In order to improve the
quality of judicial inquiries of children victims in sexual assaults in Taiwan and
to effectively reconstruct inter-professional victim interview models, the Sexual
Assault Crime Prevention Act was amended in 2015 to announce the addition of
Article 15-1 with reference of “forensic interviewer” system from other countries.
The Act was formally implemented in 2017.

In view of the fact that the judicial enquiry system is an innovation in our
country, the quality of inquiry must be based on a judicial inquiry framework in
order to ensure effective implementation of the system and enhance the quality of
subsequent judicial litigation in child sexual assault cases. A good judicial inquiry
framework is valuable for furthering scientific inquiry of investigators. Therefore,
this article starts with the investigation of child sexual assault cases, explaining
the predicament of child sexual assault case investigation, and then discussing the
judicial inquiry framework in Taiwan, the background and development of main
types of judicial inquiry frameworks in other countries. At last, the authors provide
suggestions for prospects of the investigation in child sexual assault cases.

Key Words: Judicial inquiry framework, Forensic interviewer, Child sexual
abuse cases
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% 15 ¥ ¥ .« (National Children’s Advocacy Centre ) =17 j 34 R 2¢ ﬁ‘i s PR
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