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A Longitudinal Study on Crime and Recidivism:
Testing the Regulation of Qualification and
Certification of Taxi Driver

Chang, (Kuang-Ming) Charles”, Chih-Hung Chung**, Yu-Shu Chen™**

Abstract

Due to the vulnerability of taxi passengers to crime victimization, people
having previous criminal records, such as murder, robbery, scramble, bandit, and
drug, have been prohibited from applying the qualification and certification of taxi
driver by the Article 37-1 of the Act Governing the Punishment of Violation of
Road Traffic Regulations since 1981. Considering passenger safety and citizen’s
freedom of occupation, it is necessary to examine the risk of recommitting crime
controlled by the law to ensure the appropriateness of regulation. Samples of the
current study consist of 8,182 probationers and 10,733 inmates discharged or
paroled from prisons between 2001 and 2002, and their recidivism recodes
tracking to 2013 (about 12 years) are also collected. Results show that 99% of
samples recommitted crime within 12 years of release or probation. The
recidivism rate of the inmates discharged or paroled from prison is higher than
probationers. Drug, violent crime, and property crime are major types of
recidivism. Offenders violating the Punishment of Smuggling Act have lower
recidivism rate and risk of committing violent crimes. Suggestions based on the
research findings are discussed.

* Chang, (Kuang-Ming) Charles, Dean, College of Justice Administration , Central Police
University, E-mail: una052@mail.cpu.edu.tw

** Chih-Hung Chung, doctoral student, Dept. of Crime Prevention and Corrections, Central Police
University, E-mail: ¢621088@mail.moj.gov.tw
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