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A Review and Evaluation of Victim Impact Statement
(V1S) and Victim Notification System (VNS): Lessons
from Abroad

Lanying Huang"

Abstract

Working towards a more reasonable and respectful way of responding victims of
crime in the criminal justice system is not merely about safeguarding human right but also
putting judicial reform into practice. In many European and American governments, the
implementation of victim impact statement (VIS) and victim notification system (VNS),
based upon the sixth principle in the United Nations Declaration of Basic Principle of
Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power, aims to answer to a call for victim’s right
for information and participation during criminal justice procedure. Above reforms declare
State determination on upgrading victim justice through legislation, policy and practice
which focus on the needs of crime victims. This paper begins with the theoretical
backgrounds and empirical evidences of VIS and VNS, and goes on to review the
achievements and challenges of VIS and VNS development in representative countries.
Through reviewing the literature, this current article concludes that the premier of VIS and
VNS is the overt policy of centering victims of crime in the criminal justice system.
Victim-centered policy should be supplemented by victim services in every criminal justice
institution during different criminal justice procedure. In addition, both VIS and VNS ought
to be integrated into a comprehensive system which includes victim support, service,
compensation, and restorative measures in order to creating a new meaning of victim’s
justice.

Key Words: Victims of Crime, Victim Impact Statement (VIS), Victim Notification
System (VNS)

* Lanying Huang, Assistant Professor, National Taipei University, E-mail: lanying@gm.ntpu.edu.tw
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