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Constructing Work Release Centers: A Case Study
from the U.S. Perspective

Lai, Yung-Lien®

Abstract

Enacted in March 2017, the Ministry of Justice amended the “Regulations of
Inmates’ Work Release Program” in which the work release programs have been
classified into two groups: custodial work release (CWR) and non-custodial work
release (N-CWR). N-CWR also refers to self-administered out-prison labor. The
purpose of this self-administered out-prison labor is to matching inmates’ job
seamlessly prior to release and reintegrating his/her life successfully while reentry.
It also means that the function of correctional administrators shifts from a
negatively custodial role into a positively reintegrative partner. When taking a
closer look at this new program, some supportive measures have been overlooked
in Taiwan. From a comparative perspective, this study introduces the concept of
intermediate sanctions and the practices of work release programs drawn from the
U.S., including federal and state levels at the beginning of this paper.
Subsequently, this study tries to compare the work release programs between
Taiwan and the U.S. After a comparison, this study finds that work release center
system is a supportive measure that should be introduced to Taiwan correctional
system making the work release program perfect. As a catalyst, this study hopes
that the corrections can adopt findings and suggestions and construct work release
centers accordingly soon.

Key Words: work release program, community residential center, halfway
house, work release center, intermediate sanctions

* Lai, Yung-Lien, Ph.D., is Associate Professor at Central Police University, Taiwan.
Corresponding email address: yxI005@mail.cpu.edu.tw
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Bishop Lewis Work Release — King County
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