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The Feasibility of Establishing Heroin-Assisted

Treatment and Supervised Injection Facilities: a

Qualitative Research from Viewpoints of Harm
Reduction

Tony Szu-Hsien Lee, Chien-Yu Shih*

Abstract

In order to reduce the harms associated with heroin use, this study aims to
investigate attitudes towards methadone maintenance treatment, heroin assisted
treatment and supervised injection facilities from drug users’ perspective. This
study uses face-to-face interviews to collect data. The interviews were transcribed
verbatim and analyzed using the content analysis. The results showed that drug
uses hold misconception about methadone treatment which deteriorated the
treatment efficacy. Positive attitudes towards establishing the heroin assisted
treatment for patients who dropped out of methadone programs were found
amongst drug users per se, but some respondents did not support to set up
supervised injection facilities unless the Drug Prevention and Control Act was
revised with comprehensive assessments of benefits and barriers, and citizens’
support.

Key Words: harm reduction, heroin assisted treatment, methadone
maintenance treatment, supervised injection facilities

* Tony Szu-Hsien Lee, Professor, Department of Health Promotion and Health Education, National
Taiwan Normal University, Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania, e-mail: tonylee@ntnu.edu.tw
Chien-Yu Shih, Case Manager, Health Bureau of Health of Tai Chung City Government, Master,
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