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Cheng Chieh in the Taipei MRT Irregular
Homicide of the Life Course to Explore the Causes
and Prevention of Violent Crime

Liu, Yu-Wei* ~ Hsu, Hua-Fu™"

Abstract

This article attempts to examine Taipei MRT killing massacre occurred in
2014 in Taiwan by analyzing the life course of Killer Cheng Chieh. Violent Crime
and aggressive behavior have existed for a long time in human history. Although
the prevalence on these types of behavior are much less than the types of property
crime or fraud, violent crimes always draw much concerns of public fear due to
cruel and fierce character. Homicide is a standard of violent crime. Moreover,
irregular homicide is a more serious violent crime. The nature of irregular
homicide has transformed from traditional delinquent juveniles or teenage gangs
into untypical students or teenagers. It is worried that the psychological illness of
these perpetrators is the crucial factor and does not discovered in society. The
stabbing rampage on the Taipei MRT reminds us the occurrence of social
pathology like Cheng Chieh could be as cancer spreading to elsewhere of society.
This paper employs a method of literature analysis combining criminological
theories and historical review to examine the life course of the MRT killer Cheng
Chieh. 1t is hoped that the discussion can provide suggestions for the field of
crime prevention on violent crime and killing massacre.

* Liu, Yu-Wei, Ph.D. Department of Criminology, National Chung Cheng University, e-mail:
d98725004 @ccu.edu.tw.

™ Hsu, Hua-Fu, Ph.D. University of Essex, Department Head of Criminology, National Chung
Cheng University, e-mail: crmhfh@ccu.edu.tw.
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