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Restorative Justice in Domestic Violence Cases:
Examples from Countries in Western Countries

Doris Chu*

Abstract

Restorative justice, an alternative justice model, is designed to repair the harms caused
by crime by bringing offenders, victims, and community together. The process of such
justice focuses on healing and its goal is to help all parties involved to recover from the
harms (Braithwaite et al., 2012; Umbreit & Armour, 2011). It is noted that some scholars
and feminists have questioned the worth of applying restorative justice to domestic
violence cases. Their primary concern being the safety of the victims, they focus on the
nature, in domestic violence, of power imbalance, which to their minds easily leads to
disadvantageous situations for victims. In such a view, violent offenders often use the
informal process of restorative justice to trivialize violent behavior, or to shift the blame to
victims, which would be less of a concern in the formal criminal justice process (Daly,
2006). This paper describes how Western European countries are currently applying
restorative justice to domestic violence cases. Special guidelines and risk assessment tools
among these countries are highlighted. Although controversies and challenges exist in using
restorative justice to domestic violence cases, there are potential benefits if staff, prior to
entering the process, follow appropriate guidelines for risk assessment and prudently screen
cases. The following suggestions are proposed at the end of the paper: (1) adoption of a
nationwide uniform certification system, as well as on the job training; (2) establishment of
consistent screening guidelines for practitioners; (3) creation of risk assessment tools at
various stages; (4) enhancement of relevant knowledge and professionalism; (5) integration
of mediation with follow-up treatments.

* Doris Chu, Professor, Department and Graduate Institute of Criminology, National Chung Cheng University,
E-mail: dorischu@ccu.edu.tw
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