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The Application of Physical Evidence Examination
to the Investigation of Gunshot Incidents

Meng, Hsien-Hui”

Abstract

Gunshot incidents often seriously jeopardize the safety of the society, thus
attract the attention of the government and the people. Physical evidences left on
the gunshot crime scene should be forensically examined before they can be
utilized to assist the investigation and court judgment of gunshot incidents.

In this article, | described the critical knowledge and techniques for the
forensic examination of physical evidences related to gunshot incidents. The
topics included in this article are: forensic examination of firearms, forensic
examination of cartridges, forensic comparison of fired bullets and cartridge
cases, forensic examination of trace evidences, forensic examination of biological
evidences, and ballistic reconstruction of gunshot incidents. Well-known gunshot
cases are taken as examples to illustrate the described contents. Hopefully, this
will improve the investigators’ understanding concerning the forensic
investigation of gunshot cases.

Gunshot incidents often became high-profile news. And the misleading
information provided by public media often interferes with the investigation and
court judgment of the gunshot incidents. Thus the prosecutors’ office and the court
should ask for assistance from forensic experts to conduct the examination of
related physical evidences and the reconstruction of gunshot incidents to maintain

“ Meng, Hsien-Hui, Ph. D., Professor and Dean of Science and Technology College, Central Police
University, e-mail: unal06@mail.cpu.edu.tw.
This article is partially based upon the works supported by The Ministry of the Interior (103-
0805-06-05-01 ) and The Ministry of Science and Technology ( NSC 102-2410-H-015-010) .
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the reliability and justice of law enforcement and court judgment.

Key Words : forensic science, physical evidence examination, gunshot crime
scenes, firearms examination, trace evidences, terminal
ballistics, gunshot wounds
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