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Abstract

This paper explores the impact of personal psychological traits (criminal justice,
hostility, empathy) on the attitude towards the sentencing deviated from expectations
arising from the verdict reached based on the judge’s forensic psychiatric evaluation
results. In addition, targeting both genders and professional backgrounds, a
comparison was made. The paper consists of three pieces of research. Research 1
explores all the samples (N=1465), with university students and the working class as
research participants. Research 2 discusses the university students (N=986)
independent of all the samples. Finally, due to the significant difference reached in
Research 2, Research 3 classifies the working class (N=479) into legal professionals
and psychology professionals whose attitude towards psychiatric evaluation was
analyzed.

A modified questionnaire was adopted in this study to measure the psychological
traits. The questionnaire consists of three scales, including the “criminal justice scale”,
“hostility scale”, and “empathy scale”. However, the judge’s sentencing opinion based
on the forensic psychiatric evaluation results was measured using the self-compiled
“forensic psychiatric evaluation appropriateness assessment scale”. Finally, a total of
1,465 valid questionnaires were recovered, of which 986 copies were from university
students and 479 copies were from the working class.

The research tools underwent exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis. The
factors extracted from the scales used to establish validity were all confirmed.
Additionally, the mutlivariate analysis of variance was carried out. Finally, the
framework was verified. The findings show that the females were considerably more
reluctant carry out sentencing based on the judge’s citation of evaluation results that
contradicted social expectations. The law students supported all resolutions of the
judge, regardless of whether or not psychiatric evaluation results were adopted or not.
Moreover, they held a strong belief in world justice, believing the existing legal
system is fair, thus the weaker attitude towards retribution. The legal professionals
unexpectedly showed lower evaluation of the appropriateness of forensic psychiatric

evaluation and showed higher criminal justice and hospitality; the psychological



professionals had higher empathy; the males had higher hospitality, and after they
started working, thought the law was too lenient and their attitude towards retribution
became stronger. Furthermore, the various psychological traits also produced a
significant impact on the attitude towards the judge’s adoption of forensic evaluation
results, including criminal justice, hostility, and empathy. According to the structural
equation pathway analysis, the psychological traits of all the samples produced
significant impacts on the forensic psychiatric evaluation appropriateness assessment,

thus leading to the establishment of the causal structural model.

The study results were discussed based on the attribution theory, elaboration
likelihood model (ELM), lay theory. It was pointed out that the differences in the
demographic variables led to different attribution routes, while the psychological
traits had an impact on criminal behavioral. Finally, recommendations for follow-up

studies and practice were proposed.

Keywords: forensic psychiatric evaluation, attribution theory, lay theory, elaboration
likelihood model.
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