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Why theft, robbery and homicide drop
internationally?

Susyan Jou®

Abstract

The Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice in 2013 and the 1999-2005 ICVS and the EU ICS both reported a dramatic
drop on major violent and property crimes in the past 20 years, especially for the
property crimes. Many studies have sought to explain the crime decline
internationally. Farrell (2013) has conducted 5 tests to examine 15 hypotheses and
found that improved security passes all tests. This paper argues that it is unclear
that unconventional crimes and general crime rates drop over the same period. In
addition, it is insufficient to apply improved security hypotheses on violent crime
drop. Perhaps, we argue, our better nature towards non-violent society can offer a
possible explanation as the 16 hypothesis to be tested in the future. Further
discussion is made in the end of the paper.

Key Words: crime drop, violent crime drop, property crime drop
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