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The International Distribution, Spread, and Control
of Organized Crime

Mon, Wei-Teh"

Abstract

This article, through the network perspective, discusses transnational spread
phenomenon of organized crime. A characteristic of transnational crime networks
is that they complete parts of the criminal activity processes in different countries.
In the case of ecstasy, for example, the network may involve Dutch manufacturers
who obtain precursor chemicals from Germany and China, produce the drugs in the
Netherlands and Belgium, export the pills to Australia, and launder the money in
the Virgin Islands. Transnational illegal businesses require coordinated operations
by individuals and groups, sometimes from all over the world, sometimes just from
neighboring countries. The network perspective on organized crime appeared in the
1990s. It argues that most organized crime groups are loosely organized with shifting
members instead of the well-organized and hierarchically structured organizations.
Accordingly, transnational crime networks can be viewed as collectives of criminals
based in different countries who maintain criminal relations. This article will
first discuss the concept of network perspective and reveal categories of criminal
networks. The relationship between mobility and organized crime will also be
explored. An overview of the extent of organized crime in different parts of the
world is given, using a composite index of social indicators of organized crime
activities. This article will also use country scores on this index for a quantitative
analysis of the impact of government controls on the extent of organized crime
in individual countries. Next, it elaborates on the concept of transnational crime
networks. This paper will critically examine the popular notion of policymakers
that globalization processes allow criminal groups originating from individual
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Ph.D. and Professor, Department of Foreign Affairs Police, Central Police University, Taiwan.
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countries to expand their criminal activities across the world. In the final section,

the thought of crime script analysis and situational crime prevention are described
in the conclusion.

Key Words: Transnational Crime, Organized Crime, Situational Crime
Prevention, International Law Enforcement Cooperation
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FiAz
AWEMAE | A A | Bk TR AR B AR
2AL | EEPE ARRE | (B |[BES| (BR) | (BR)
| BaE| (B (B i)
W i TiaiE
S EM 33 1 1 1 2 1
FEeY w35 2 2 2 4 3
= 44 4 4 4 6 4
L 45 5 3 7 3 6
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TREe L 50 7 6 11 1 2
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s 55 6 5 6 5
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Pyl g Az 70 15 13 15
fegpil s 70 8 15 16 15
7 kR © World Economic Forum, Global Competitiveness Reports, 1997-1998 to

2003-2004; Merchant International Group (2004); World Bank and European
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (1996); UNODC(2002a);
Buscaglia and Van Dijk(2003).
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TR TR E
Bl 1 BB &G4 8 M amake i B AT e MR

Tk kiR ¢ Van Dijk, J. J. M. (2008). World of crime: Breaking the silence on problems
of crime, justice and development across the world. Thousand Oaks, CA:
Sage.
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ERREPEPRFET R (22)
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ERREPEPRFET R (22)
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ERREPRFETHY F (22)
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