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Decriminalization of Consensual Sexual Behavior
between Adolescents
— Learning form Statutory Rape Laws in The United
States

SYUJIA-LING®

Abstract

The decriminalization of consensual sexual behavior between adolescents has been
under discussion and debate for a long time, but the controversy still existed. This study
introduced the protection network established by the existing legislation, and also
showed the practical dilemmas faced by the education system, social administration,
and juvenile justice. In order to find a sound solution, this study reflects Taiwan’ s
legal issues on adolescent sexual behavior from learning cases of the operational
experience of statutory rape law in the United States.

This study suggests that Taiwan can refer to the age-gap provisions of the statutory
rape law in the United States, decriminalizes the consensual sexual behavior between
adolescents within a certain age gap. Besides, adolescent sexuality should not be labeled
as a delinquent behavior. Adults need to hold positive attitudes towards the sexual
development of adolescence, provide sound information and sex education for
adolescents’ robust mental and physical development.

Key Words: Romeo and Juliet Law, Sexual Autonomy, Physical and Mental
Development, Article 227 of the Criminal Code, Statutory Rape.

* SYU,JIA-LING, Juvenile Investigation Officer of Taiwan Kaohsiung Juvenile and Family Court ,
Email:carol2533221@gmail.com
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