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Recent Analysis on Crime Trends and Observations on
Policy Development in Taiwan

Tsai I-Chia * , Wu Yung-Ta™

ABSTRACT

In terms of crime prevention and criminal policy, their relevant regimes, enforcement and social
trends have changed considerably over recent years. This paper illustrates these changes based on crime
statistics presented in the “2018 Crime Situations and Analyses”, which was published by the Academy for
the Judiciary, Ministry of Justice.

Focal points in this paper vary depending on the stage of a criminal case: 1) detection and prevention
of offenses against public safety and fraud related offenses during the stage of investigation conducted
by police agencies; 2) investigation outcomes of sexual harassment and implementation of the new
confiscation regime during the stage of investigations led by prosecutors; 3) improvement of the parole
system, observations on criminal reoffending, and the level of performing community-based treatment
during the stage of correctional measures and community-based treatment.
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Furthermore, there are other key topics also addressed in the paper, including: 1) data analysis on
elderly offenders, drug offenses, and cybercrimes from an overall perspective of criminal disposition;
2) draft provisions associated with at-risk juveniles and distribution of various at-risk juveniles prior to
the amendments of the Juvenile Delinquency Act , as well as an analysis on issues concerning juveniles
with fraud convictions in the context of increasing institutional treatment; 3) discussions from the angle
of criminal policies to explore the relationship between public perceptions of more high-profile homicide
and criminal dismemberment cases and the level of support for capital punishment. The data collected

from May to June in 2018 constitutes an essential part of the big data used to assess this relationship. In
addition, the role of the government in promoting diverse and rational thinking in the public and media

around criminal cases is also covered in this section.

Finally, this paper summaries the above issues and proposes detailed recommendations with the aim
of seeking clear future direction on crime prevention and criminal law-related issues in a contemporary
society where most relevant regimes and policies have changed.

Keywords: Fraud, Drugs, Cybercrime, Sexual Harassment, Confiscation, Reoffending, Juvenile

Delinquency, Capital Punishment
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