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Introduction and Policy Implications from
Community Corrections’ Legal System and
Practices in South Korea

Lin, Shun-Chang*

Abstract

Community Corrections System in South Korea has devoted to research and
develop its related measures year after year since this system was launched in 1989.
As aresult, currently, it adopts a model of merging adult and juvenile systems. The
organization structure from the central “Crime Prevention Policy Bureau” to the
local “Probation & Parole Board” and “Probation & Parole Office” is all specialized
agencies. Those agencies were built according to the “Probation Act” which is
an exclusive regulation and enacted in 1988. Every year, the implementation of
community corrections including probation, GPS tracking of specific offenders,
pretrial investigations, pre-parole social rehabilitation investigations, and general
legal education orders, community service orders, mandatory treatment order, etc.
have processed more than 200,000 cases since 2008.

The “Act on GPS Tracking of Specific Offenders” has passed and enacted in
2008. It empowers judges to issue “Installation Order” of electronic surveillance
devices to those persons either who have committed more than two sexual assault
crimes, or who have committed sexual violence against children under the age of
13. These specific sexual violent criminals have been required forcibly to wear
electronic monitoring devices during the period of parole or on probation.

In 2010, the scope of electronic surveillance was expanded to cover those
criminal offenders of homicide and child abduction cases. In July of the same year,
the “Sexual Violence Offenders' Sexual Impulse Drug Therapy Act” was passed to
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target those high-risk sexual and violent recidivists with the execution of a chemical
castration treatment program, suggesting the South Korea is the first country to
pass chemical castration treatment program in Asia. Unfortunately, the first case
happened on May 23, 2012. Overall, it can be said that South Korea is quite active
in promoting the legal system of Community Corrections, specifically focusing on
those sexual and violent criminals.

Every year, the government of South Korea encourages and sends scholars
and practitioners to participate in the United Nations Crime Prevention Conference
where they presented some papers and speeches relating to the issues of criminal
policy and crime prevention. Moreover, the government conducts international and
academic exchange programs with other countries in Asia regularly. Its professional
development is quite rapid and it can be a benchmark as a reference for Taiwan.

Key Words: Community Corrections, Chemical Castration, Korea,
Probation, Community Service
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