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Is going home far way?
Introducing offenders’ reentry programs:
An international perspective

Lai, Yung-Lien, Ph.D.

Abstract

The number of released prisoners has reached at the average of 35,000 every
year over the past decade. According to the Taiwanese Ministry of Justice’s statistics,
the number of recidivists in the past 5 years is getting higher gradually upon the
time of release. Taking those released prisoners in 2013 as an example, after a
5-year’s follow-up investigation, their recidivism rate was 56.1%. Specifically,
the second year after incarceration was the peak of recidivism. Meanwhile, the
Taiwanese Agency of Corrections’ statistics in 2018 reveal, the proportion between
recidivists and new comers has come to 8:2, suggesting many prisoners after prison
have not successfully reentered society as expected. Hence, exploring why those
ex-prisoners failed to reenter society smoothly and how work reentry programs
for ex-prisoners while in society is a critical issue for Taiwanese corrections and
probation departments. In line with this argument, this article attempts to find
out criminological theories to explain why ex-prisoners desist from crimes or
continuously commit crimes after release from prison. Moreover, this article aims
to explore the causes and identify the risk factors of those recidivists and tries to
summarize the dilemmas where the ex-prisoners encounter in society. Also, this
piece collects some reentry programs drawn from other nations and introduces key
components and practical strategies of the above-mentioned programs to Taiwanese

" Professor and chair in the Department of Crime Prevention and Corrections, Central Police
University. Corresponding anthor: Lai, Yung-Lien (e-mail: Y XL0O05@gmail.con).
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criminal justice agencies. Overall, policy recommendations have been proposed to
correctional and probation departments in final.

Key Words: Reentry, Recidivism, After release, Probation, Parole,
Community-based Corrections
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NREE PV F (REPEEFE %L )

EP L NRAE 6 lExmREAR3EAB|4E RS 48 |
uT w6 |wlE | w2k | w3E | [F
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2017 [#i& gk | 115 26 14.1
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EH A BEFR o NGRS &G 59.2% N4 £ XA idA4E (rearrested ) >
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%5 ## 7 (Longitudinal study) » ¥ 3} § = J° % F7 7 hE & £ §
(Lilly, Cullen, & Ball,2011) o %5 (&7 3 ¥ 14 ;g IR J?Z]v/‘ CHENE S
Glueck % % 3t 1950 & 1k (3 B > & B £ 7 5 ) (Unraveling Juvenile
Delinquency ) - % ° 3% 3 &_Glueck % ##i& * 1939 & % & fir L L % 3 oz
B 500 - db #2500 b E T Buge B b & 3 0 Fe 1S G 7 i BT
% (follow-up study) I igst > & 32k « A ¢ » Glueck  47dg 1 >
BE N 7L s T G 5 A & (Multi-factor) 0 & Z 4 H s ST B4
¢ % 473 (domains) > %}%i A - M REFFTE FUTFF 5 o FHE b P
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EATRG CEREREFLEF VMDA BRD A DA
vt (F N A Tge) ¥ F1F 23 F2 (interplay ) Pl % 0 2 Bl Fl R Ae e
I NEH 5 FHF ARG FH R RaEEY > TED PRk By I el 5 ehag
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& Agnew, 2006 ) ° 3% Glueck % 47 B f 0 = 0 § Jr 565 A7 g 2 4
A -t @E%%‘U;Himmn FiE s T S B TR T RZ - B
AT FET P T 0 E ek anF) % B % (Lilly etal, 2011) o

1993 # > Sampson fr Laub et d1 AR e (e B enA) = 1 4 & e jT 2 i
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M (E s EE b VA € 42 % ) (Age-graded informal social control
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iz &_# Laub and Sampson 3% 3k A7 3 ¢ Zraf IR 0 B0k (institutional
effect) 2 #7r0 ¥ v0 s 5 — e B A ¢ o B e B ocnfgdREE £ F] G i fpchk
=2 %4 (discipline and structure ) © ¥+ - & Glueck > & @ 3 » Lt
FEERA L - A bldok P U - B R g R E L (F Y R
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PR R T A ZEGVTI&),E; o gt ¢k 848§ ke 4 £ (deterrence
force) Y IR e R ® R 2 BiE i B (IR A
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time) (Laub & Sampson, 2003: 129) = gt ?b » @8 i 450y a2 FKE B
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