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Cyber Victimization:
The Impact of Demographic Characteristics and
Situational Opportunity

Abstract

Cybercrime victimization has emerged as a critical issue for criminology and
a growing concern for cybercrime prevention policy. Using a sample of 145,216
cybercrime victims from the police official database, the current study attempts
to describe the trend and types of cybercrime victimization from 2010 to 2019,
to observe the concentration patterns of victim’s demographic characteristics and
situational opportunity, and examine the proposed model based on the Lifestyle-
Routine Activity Theory (LRAT). Results indicate that major types of cybercrime
victimization include fraud, infringement of computer usage, against copyright,
against reputation/credit, property crime, online prostitution, and others. There
exist concentration patterns of victim’s characteristics and situation opportunity
for different types of victimization. Victim’s characteristics are significantly
associated with situational opportunity. Demographic characteristics and situational
opportunities have a significant influence on the victim’s loss, especially the impact
of cyber-path, education, and offender-victim relationship. Findings from this study
provide empirical supports for the LRAT and suggestions for preventing cybercrime
victimization and future study.

Key Words: Cybercrime Victimization, Lifestyle-Routine Activity Theory,
Demographic Characteristics, Situational Opportunity
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SEREEPRELHY B (23)

A5 @EBRRRETRENMN/ EEARGZ WSS
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AR E B F 0B 5 2% B L EHRT 9862%  FHX 24T
Tt * h842% fopd A J° B AL E ch83.6% ; AL LB/ B H fod fFe bk
WF RS FAGE 5% ) BT R BT RS E T AR B R B
BB ? PAEA Rk R g S AEWA T o LR A F AT
Bk 1o

B E B R R T R S0 T TS s et g 4
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»,g_ﬁ/&‘;;;g AR R G A MR AL Kk B T M (et g RS cht
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wE AERE(C) 16,283 33.020  11.46415 A>D:B>D:C>D:
BIE g /P z (D) 23,815 32,579  12.11402 E>D;A>C;B>C;
#4 (E) 16,666 36.089 1176031 E-CGB>ATE>A
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