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Crime Situations and Analyses in
Recent 10 Years
— Changes in Criminal
Jurisprudence and Policies in 2019

[-Chia Tsai" & Yung-Ta Wu™

Abstract

Analyzing trends in national crime statistics is an integral
part of criminological research. The official publication “Crime
Situations and Analyses” comprises crime data across stages of
detection, investigation, trial, execution of court rulings,
correction, reintegration and rehabilitation. However, the purpose
of collecting such crime data does not necessarily serve for
criminological research and there is a lack of correlation between
the issues in question. Simply relying on descriptions and analysis
of various types of crime statistics, analytical results can be
limited to observation and technical suggestions on existing

policies. In sum, comprehensive official statistical data that
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captures detailed information on the status quo allows researchers
to determine suitable research topics in connection with
criminology. In addition, it is important to refer to evidence-based
data to analyze current issues on crime prevention and the criminal
policy, and propose recommendations for future improvement to
enhance the application of statistical analysis published by
authorities.

In this context, based on the level of importance of specific
issues in respect of recent major changes in criminal jurisprudence
and relevant policies, this paper selects the following issues for
further analysis: 1) drug offense provisions (offenses of
manufacturing, transporting and selling narcotics; rehabilitation of
convicted offenders of drug use) in the 2019 amendments of the
Narcotics Hazard Prevention Act; 2) increasing the severity of
punishment in the 2019 amendments of the Criminal Code, and 3)
provisions regarding parole assessment criteria in the 2019
amendments of the Prison Act. Through analyzing crime data over
the past ten years and looking into practical issues that have been
overlooked in criminal jurisprudence and policies, recommendations
for future improvements proposed by the paper are as follows:

1) With regard to offenses of manufacturing, transporting and
selling narcotics, the effectiveness of extending their mandatory
sentences requires a careful assessment. Moreover, it is necessary
to identify potential reasons for an increase in rates of non-
prosecution and why most convicted offenders receive sentences

that are generally shorter than the mandatory sentence.
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2) With regard to rehabilitation of convicted offenders of
drug use, it is crucial to review reasons that lead to poor
performance of administrative treatments. In addition, it is
important to examine the scarcity of medical resource at drug
abstention and rehabilitation centers and drug abuser treatment
centers, and for offenders who receive deferred prosecution
decisions with attached conditions on completion of drug
addiction treatment. This can assist to seek solutions to deal with
the increasing number of drug users who are ruled to receive
institutional and non-institutional treatment after the 2019
amendments of the Narcotics Hazard Prevention Act came into
effect.

3) With regard to increasing the severity of punishment in the
2019 amendments of the Criminal Code, several aspects need to
be addressed, which include declines in prosecution rates of
certain crimes, increases in rates of non-prosecution and deferred
prosecutions and reasons behind these trends. The 2019
amendments may have also resulted in an increase in the number
of prisoners and intensified challenges and problems associated
with an aging population in prison.

4) With regard to the introduction of parole assessment
criteria in the Prison Act, parole assessment criteria should be
mindful whether previous policies with a focus of social safeguard
may impact on the effectiveness of the 2019 amendments that
have switched to a regime in support of prisoners returning to

society. Reinforcing a system that allows prisoners to have

7
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opportunities to be heard and rethinking the use of scales to predict
re-offenses should also be considered.

Keywords: Descriptive Statistics, Drug Crime, Criminal Code,
Parole
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