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2020 Crime Situations and Analyses
— Comment on Crime Trends and

the Amendment to Offenses of
Interference with Public Order
in Taiwan

I-Chia Tsai’

Abstract

Built upon the secondary data analysis of 2020 Crime
Situations and Analyses, a book published by the Academy for
the Judiciary, Ministry of Justice, this paper observes the main
types of crimes in Taiwan, including offenses against public
safety, fraud, drug-related crimes and theft, how these cases are
handled at each stage of the criminal process — police
investigation, prosecution, conviction and imprisonment — and
the trends and developments in the past decade. Targeting overall
crime, this paper reviews the reoffending rate of convicts within
two years of release from prison and compliance with
community-based treatments such as conditional deferred

prosecution and probation, community service, as well as parole

Associate Research Fellow, Crime Prevention Research Center, Academy
for the Judiciary, Ministry of Justice; Ph.D. Student, College of Law,
National Taiwan University. The abstract is translated by Hsin-Hsuan Sun.
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and probation with protective measures. Furthermore, this paper
looks at the most distinctive crime trends and patterns in 2020
and the underlying issues of the legal system.

In regards to the preceding aspect, there has been significant
changes in the compilation of statistical data with respect to
police investigations, prosecutorial investigations and juvenile
protection dispositions since the amendment to public order law
in 2020. This paper hence selects this as its core subject, taking a
deep dive through the lenses of legal hermeneutics and criminal
policies into articles 149 and 150 of the Criminal Code and their
links to and controversy with lawmakers’ intentions to prevent
pre-convened street fights through their amendments. It
concludes that, as Article 149 was not drafted with the intention
of preventing the aforementioned offense, efforts should be
channeled into the deliberation and scrutiny of legal arguments
on Article 150 of the chapter on offenses of interference with
public order, in hope to establish, under the abstract
endangerment theory, the scope of legally protected interests, the
appropriateness of the legal elements of said offense and the
guiding principles on approaches to adult and juvenile judicial
practices.

Keywords: Criminal  Suspicion, Concluding Investigation,
Conviction, Newly-admitted Prisoners, Community-
based Treatment, Interference with Public Order,
Abstract Endangerment, Abstract Danger
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