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A Review of Hsieh Chih-Hung’s
Verdict of Innocence from the
Perspective of a Campaigner for
His Exoneration

Tzu-Wei Lin~

Abstract

On May 15, 2020, Hsieh Chih-Hung was acquitted by the
Tainan High Court after a year-long retrial (see the Judgment of
Tainan High Court (2019) Zai Zih No.1). This verdict, which
finally overturned the death sentence that haunted Hsieh for
years, is hard to come by. As a member of the team that helped
exonerating Hsieh, the author reviewed this not-guilty verdict as
well as critical moments during the court sessions from the
perspective of a campaigner for Hsieh’s innocence, rendering a
conclusion that the verdict is a result of three key factors: the
civil society’s joint efforts, the collaboration between the judicial
and administrative branches, and a halt in executions of possibly

innocent death row inmates.

Keywords: Hsieh Chih-Hung, Death Penalty, Retrial, False
Confession, Wrongful Conviction

Legal Director, Taiwan Alliance to End the Death Penalty (TAEDP);
Ph.D. Candidate, College of Law, National Chengchi University.
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