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The South Korean Forensic
Psychiatric System

Cheng-Yu Lin’

Abstract

Recently in Taiwan, a mentally ill individual killed a police
officer on a train. The event has triggered a major discussion
about whether or not the Taiwanese justice system should treat
mentally ill offenders as criminals. Like Taiwan, South Korea
has a two-track system consisting of rehabilitative measures and
punishment. In this article, I introduce South Korea’s forensic
psychiatric system, which features prominent rehabilitative
measures for mentally ill offenders. First, I present an overview
of South Korea’s rehabilitative measures, and then I discuss the
formation, procedures, and treatment methods of the forensic
psychiatric system. I also discuss its shortcomings. Finally, I
compare it with Taiwan’s custody system for mentally ill
offenders. The findings of this article have several policy
implications regarding (1) special treatment facilities for
mentally ill offenders, (2) sufficient investment in human and

material resources, (3) classification and treatment of people

*

Assistant professor in the Department of Law at Fu Jen Catholic
University; Doctor of Laws, Kyoto University, Japan.

3¢—




_’4

| R m @ LI AR 25288 20214668

with mental illnesses or mental disorders, and (4) the passing and
amending of relevant legislation. Taiwan can learn from the
experiences of South Korea. For the treatment of mentally ill
offenders, the Taiwanese government should pay attention to the
entire spectrum of criminal procedures, should provide mentally
ill offenders with proper support, and should connect them
horizontally to comprehensively supportive and networked

agencies.

Keywords: Forensic Psychiatric System, Custody, Offenders
with Mental Lliness, Rehabilitative Measures, South
Korea, Taiwan
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