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Introducing Different Types of
Crisis Response Partnership
between the Police and Mental
Health Professionals in the
United States

Sue-Ming Yang & Yi-Fang Lu
I-Ching Jen" & Chin-Ming Chen

Abstract

In recent years, incidents related to individuals in mental
health crisis have received increased attention in the society.
Several high-profile cases involving individuals with mental
illness have demonstrated the need to identify better and more
effective response strategies. Generally, police are often the first

responders to be called to respond to mental health crises. Under
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the current system, they are often not equipped with knowledge
and skillsets that allow them to protect the individuals in crisis,
themselves, and the society. In this article, we first introduce
several collaborative approaches between the police and mental
health clinicians that aim at addressing mental health-related
incidents. Specifically, we provide an overview of three primary
collaborative framework between the police and mental health
service providers, including police-based specialized response,
police-based specialized mental health response, and mental-
health-based specialized response. We focus on reviewing crisis
intervention team (CIT) training and the co-responder model and
their empirical evidence due to their applicability in Taiwan.
Finally, we discuss some challenges in the implementation of
CIT training and the co-responder model, as well as related

policy implications.

Keywords: Mental Health, Policing, CIT Training, Co-Responder
Model, Mobile Crisis Team
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