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Comparative Research on Costs of
Schedule 2 Drug Users Receiving
Judicial Rehabilitation — A Survey
of the Cases Taken by Taiwan
Taipei District Prosecutors Office
and Sindian Drug Abuser
Treatment Center, Agency of
Corrections, Ministry of Justice

Kai-Pao Cheng* & Syuan-Syuan Huang**

Abstract

In accordance with Taiwan’s judicial system, Schedule 1
and 2 drug users can be sentenced to imprisonment. Apart from
the above measure, another two options for judicial rehabilitation
can be made. First, prosecutors can make a decision of two-year
deferred prosecution with the condition that offenders have to
complete addiction treatment in a hospital. Second, a prosecutor

can petition to issue an order that an offender has to stay and
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Master’s Student in Graduate School of Criminology, National Taipei

University; Bachelor, Department of Criminal Justice, Ming Chuan

University.



B_REREREZAIERR A LB FT

receive observation and rehabilitation in a rehabilitation center
for an average of thirty-five days (followed by observation and
rehabilitation / compulsory rehabilitation for 250 days). For the
purpose of achieving an effective and economical use of
governmental funds, cost analysis research can serve as an
important reference for the future design of criminal justice
policy.

In this study, a survey of the enforcement authorities or
organizations for judicial rehabilitation has been made. These
included Taiwan Taipei District Prosecutors Office, Taipei City
Hospital Songde Branch as well as Sindian Drug Abuser
Treatment Center, Agency of Corrections, Ministry of Justice. A
total of 11 executive staff were interviewed. The costs in relation
to the enforcement authorities were calculated based on the data
provided by the interviewees. Next, the costs spent on the
offenders receiving judicial rehabilitation and indirect costs in
this regard were computed. And then, by referring to the 2015
statistics of the criminal offenses in the Republic of China, the
average amount of property loss (NTD/offense) of all kinds of
criminal offenses received and recorded by the police authorities
was used to calculate social cost that could be quantized into an
amount of monetary cost.

The findings of this study are as follows. The cost by
enforcement units being spent on the procedures to prosecute or
non-prosecute a Schedule 2 drug user was NTD 601.1. The costs

spent on each drug user receiving judicial rehabilitation were: for
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the group of drug users receiving deferred prosecution and
completing rehabilitation (1 year and 8 months), NTD 36,827.6
by enforcement unit and NTD 31,400 by individual; and for the
group of drug users failing to complete rehabilitation (10
months), NTD 29,090.2 by enforcement unit and NTD 68,284.4
by individual. In addition, for the group of drug users receiving
observation and rehabilitation at an abuser treatment center and
then being discharged (35 days), the costs were NTD 19,581.5
by enforcement unit and NTD 68,284.4 by individual; for the
group of drug users receiving compulsory rehabilitation and
being discharged after the first evaluation showing no signs of
relapse to drug use (250 days), the costs were NTD 128,900.6 by
enforcement unit and NTD 48,337.8 by individual; and for the
group of drug users receiving compulsory rehabilitation and
being discharged after the second evaluation showing no signs of
relapse to drug use (285 days), the costs were NTD 147,421.7 by
enforcement unit and NTD 548,039.6 by individual. As to the
social cost arising from recidivism, the figures were based on the
property loss caused by each criminal case. These included NTD
35,339 by larceny, NTD 54,348 by violent crimes such as
robbery/abrupt taking/intimidation, and NTD 76,558 by
property-related fraudulence. It is suggested that evaluations be
made based on risk and needs triage for drug users receiving
judicial rehabilitation. Meanwhile, the possibilities of addiction
relapse should be flexibly taken into consideration in the process

of addiction treatment. Bearing the above suggestions and by
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developing multiple community addiction treatment measures,
the costs by enforcement units and individuals in terms of
judicial rehabilitation can be reduced so as to effectively improve

the economic benefits for judicial rehabilitation.

Keywords: Schedule 2 Drug User, Judicial Rehabilitation, Cost
Analysis, Drug Use, Comparative Research
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