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Criminal Policies and Crime Prevention

Coexisting with Juvenile Offenders
— Exploring and Reflecting on the
Practical Experiences of
Social Workers

Tung-Jen Hsiao™ & I-Chen Lee™"

Abstract

This article was written by a practicing social worker who

has both academic background in criminology and clinical

experience in social work. The author has witnessed the delicate

relationship between Justice-involved youth, parents, social

workers, the judiciary, law enforcement agencies, and other

networked units and the challenges of direct service delivery, and

has come to realize the value and significance of social work.

The aim is to integrate observations and experiences from

practice with the vision of a social worker working with

juveniles in the justice system, and to engage in a dialogue with
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the theoretical literature to illustrate the realities and challenges
associated with the current situation.

The article is divided into four parts, focusing on “Practical
Observations and Insights: Current Situation and Needs of
Justice-involved youth, Families, and Schools”, “Practical
Practice of Forensic Social Workers’ Intervention: Role Function
and Treatment”, “Social Work Perspectives and Related Theories
on Working with Justice-involved youth”, and “Challenges and
Visions”.

Finally, the article makes specific recommendations
advocating for the integration of social worker treatment, social
welfare policy, and the justice system to jointly provide
perspectives and strategies of assistance, and to establish a model
of Justice-involved youth services and a vision of practical work

based on the concept of social worker perspective.

Keywords: Social, Justice-Involved Youth, Forensic-Social-Work,
Clinical Experience, the Justice System
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