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Reconstructing the Drug Use
Treatment System from
a Power Structure Perspective

Chien-Wei Chen’

Abstract

This article begins by examining recent trends in drug-related
crime in Taiwan, offering a brief explanation of why the current
drug treatment system has become a critical issue in drug policy.
On the one hand, it reviews the historical development of Taiwan’s
drug treatment system, while on the other, it adopts a power
perspective to explore the power dynamics underlying the various
discourses and compromises throughout this process. By
identifying and challenging the power structures embedded in the
current system, the article proposes the possibility of an alternative
treatment model.

This new treatment model is built on the principles of
heterogeneous public ideals, person-centered humanism, and the
spirit of the Juvenile Delinquency Act, emphasizing respect for the
agency of those who differ from the norm. However, due to the

deep-seated negative sentiments towards drug use that have

Taiwan Research Institute, Senior Research Assistant; L. M., National
Taiwan University, Graduate Institute of Interdisciplinary Legal Studies.
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developed over the years of policy implementation, reforming the
system faces significant challenges. To address this, the article
draws on the example of the societal shifts surrounding the
legalization of same-sex marriage in Taiwan, demonstrating that
if political actors are willing to proactively promote institutional
reforms, the revised system can, in turn, influence public opinion,

thereby facilitating further policy transformation.

Keywords: Drug Use, Treatment System, Harm Reduction,
Differential Politics, Person-Centered, Juvenile
Justice Law
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