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The Development of Japan’s Prewar
Offender Rehabilitation Services

Tzung-Min Huang’

Abstract

This article aims to explain the development of Japan’s
rehabilitation services from the inception of the offender
rehabilitation (formerly known as ex-prisoner rehabilitation or
judicial rehabilitation) system in the mid-Meiji era to the end of
World War II. During this period, the government frequently
granted large-scale amnesties, forcing the rapid expansion of
private rehabilitation services to accommodate the large number
of released prisoners. Prewar Japan was based on the idea of the
unity of the emperor and the people, with the emperor as the
symbol of the national spirit. Granting amnesties not only
demonstrated the emperor’s moral integrity but also allowed the
public to participate in the subsequent rehabilitation work,
celebrating and mourning the imperial family and feeling a sense
of connection with the emperor. The government intended to use
amnesties to reduce prison expenses, but the social atmosphere of

the Taisho era was conducive to promoting rehabilitation

Associate Professor, Department of Law, Chinese Culture University; Ph.D.
in Law, National Taiwan University.
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programs. The successful private sector initiatives further
strengthened the government’s reliance on the power of the
private sector, creating a positive cycle. In terms of organization
and legalization, the government, starting in the early Taisho era,
supported the establishment of a national central organization for
rehabilitation services (first the Central Protection Association and
later the Fuseikai Foundation and the Judicial Rehabilitation
Association), and provided practical oversight through incentives
and other means. The Judicial Rehabilitation Service Act, enacted
in the early days of World War II, laid the foundation for Japan's
postwar offender rehabilitation system, which is centered on the
official “Protection Observation System,” with officials guiding
civilian “volunteers” to provide indirect protection as the primary
method, and with private “institutions” providing support.
Taiwan’s private rehabilitation services flourished during the
Japanese colonial period but became unsustainable after the war.
Today, we need to rediscover the inherent social dynamics of our
own country and expand the scope and border of after-care service

to facilitate the sharing of community resources and other sectors.

Keywords: After-Care, Offender Rehabilitation  Services,
Japanese Offender Rehabilitation System, Prewar
History, Probation
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