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A Study on Cross-Border
Fraud Crime Scripts via Social
Network Analysis

Hua-Fu Hsu™ & Kuang-Fu Huang ™

Abstract

With the advent of globalization, the integration of
economic, political, and cultural systems has also facilitated
the globalization of cross-border fraud crimes. As technology
rapidly advances, fraud crimes have increasingly exploited the
Internet, telecommunications, and information technology to
proliferate across the globe. This study explores the context
and process of cross-border fraud crimes, aiming to deconstruct
their operational dynamics through crime scripts and uncover
the relational structures within fraud-related social networks.
Based on interviews with six criminal investigators, the research
reconstructs the procedural steps of cross-border fraud using
crime scripts, followed by an analysis of the importance of each

event using UCINET software.

The findings reveal that cross-border fraud groups consist of
telecom call centers, system providers, money laundering units,
and runner (courier) groups, comprising 23 distinct roles and 19

events. The analysis of the fraud crime network indicates a trend
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toward the miniaturization of criminal organizations and the use
of structural disconnections to form strong or weak ties between
actors. Each of the 23 roles is involved in different aspects of the
19 crime events, and their network centrality varies according to
functional specialization. Among the 19 events, “recruitment and
training” emerges as the core event with the highest degree of

centrality and the greatest influence within the network.

Keywords: cross-border fraud, crime script, social network,
centrality, UCINET
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RS I PR i LR R B 3k » S0 DAAH 486 2 i T Bl Ay LA

(schema) - it e B AT HEAMGRILETT - IRIRE
TR AL & T N S B S RO U TR AR =X R e D R g AL -
RS IR EAR R - AN USRS BhIE PO RT A 4HET -
2N BB UFEE B ILIEEEAIESS - MR EBES T
BIUIREBHYFTER T A A - ZROUSETENHY HAEE (Lee,
2020; Lord et al., 2017 ) -

—~ WIEEHI
(BT HYIUIR SRR R R TE 2 B A (W s g 1
ALAEPRE I EUIRARASEIN T - IR AHT e S 53
WOUIRIE o EEIUIREAY - ARSI IE % @A S AU RRU
I8 > BAPUUIE AR A BRI AT IS S F UL SR A PR 2
I JARHUIREREIICLEIAT - A RELIAFRY AR ARG A
SHEIDIERITRES - LA > AWTFEHAVAT ¢
(—) BHLIEMIA R SR AGRH LSRRI T LUBE R 2P B
b TR TREENIUSRARRE Rof] 2
(=) BHEFEIIUIRAER T oy #EE A HEE O &
FREEE oo ~ BRI O~ ot B R T
FEJE Ryfo] 2

Rl SUBtERET

— ~ EIREHIUIEN B AR

fe i 2% 2013 SR 5] 2024 FEHVIE TR AT RS - H 2013
TR - FEEE ZEMFE 82,496 4 » BT IEE] 52,262 {F 5 F 7
JLFRGE 2,525 14 > 2 TIRAVEREAE] 374 (4 BB R
40,130 {4 » PRZRZECF] 2017 FFHY 58,515 {4 > FE1&2 T IFE
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H—E SRR IRMIA - (HREH U HE S HID TR/ AR,
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