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Abstract

This study is to explore the true face of parole recidivism. The 1,181 parolees sampled were released
from 2009 to 2011, during the parole period 7 to 36 months, executed by the Taiwan Taoyuan District
Prosecutors Office, and ended the case before December 31, 2014. The researcher collected criminal data,
crime records, demographic characteristics, criminal characteristics, probation materials, and the pre-records
from December 2016 to February 2017. Then, the SPSS program was used for variable verification and
statistical analysis.

The study found that most of the samples didn’t have physical or mental disabilities or dysentery, and
27.9% of the total sample re-offended on parole.

Observation from the time-distance of recidivism, the shortest recidivism time is 1 month, and the
longest is 33 months (after the expiration of the period is not included). About 14.4% of the samples re-
offended within six months after parole, and 25.8% re-offended in two years.

This study collected 122 variables that may be related to recidivism. According to statistical analysis,
there were 31 factors that had a significant impact on recidivism, of which 13 were strongly contributed:
gender, number of brothers and sisters, number of serious family problems, and sentence of the case, number
of previous crime records, number of times about probation, number of times of revocation, influence at
home, family interaction, stability of intimacy, bad habits, employment status, income level. Among them, the
contribution of the number of times of revocation has been the largest, and the research shows that those who
have caused the deferred prosecution revoked, or whose sentence were commuted to social labor, probation
or parole have significantly higher recidivism rate. If the r is more than 3 times, the recidivism rate is as high
as 100%.

Most re-offenders have poor family of origin structure and lack positive support function. Therefore,
individual perception of family attachment relationship is noteworthy. If the family attachment relationship is
strong, he or she is not easy to reoffend. If the degree of attachment is weak, the parolee is prone to commit
crimes again. Female recidivists mostly have marriages that are broken or unmarried. Those with more
than 3 serious family problems are obviously more likely to commit again. Those with unstable intimate
relationships are more likely to commit again. The most common bad habit recidivists have is using illegal
drugs. Parolees who committed crime at early age and have previous criminal records are prone to commit
crimes again.

This article echoes the Principle of Society Rehabilitation Equivalence and the Three Rs Theory for
the parole system. Moreover, social science research method fills the deficiencies of jurisprudence in the
theory of parole. From the actual operation of the community correction mechanism, the parole legal system
becomes a verifiable theory, and from the policy side, legal system and the operation aspect have proposed a
number of countermeasures. This paper proposes to use limited resources in recidivism prevention to improve
the parole system and justice system so that the society and offenders may approach the win-win situation.

Keywords: Parole, Recidivism, Community Corrections, the Probation System, Risk Assessment
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The Factors that Influence Parole Decision-making:
Using DEMATEL to Analyze the Differences between
Male and Female Prisons

Chen Ying-Hsueh™

Abstract

The parole rejection/approval of inmates is subject to the decision-making of parole board members
of the respective prisons. Studies have found that parole decision-making is affected by multiple factors.
However, the relative importance and mutual influences between the factors that parole board members
consider during the parole decision-making process is rarely discussed. Furthermore, the studies of
decision-making factors that influence choices for parole have mainly focused on the parole board of men’s
prisons. It is the intention of this study to show the difference between factors influencing parole decision-
making on parole boards of both men’s and of women’s prisons.

The results show that the major factors affecting the decision-making of parole boards are “crime
characteristics” and “criminal records.” Further, when compared to the parole board of men’s prisons, the
parole board members of women’s prisons pay more attention to inmates’ behaviors in prison.

Keywords: parole decision-making; DEMATEL; men’s prison; women’s prison
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Abstract

The paper aims to investigate the legal reception history of Statute of Progressive Execution of
Penalty. Firstly, I explore how Taiwanese ordinance systems of the Statute of Progressive Execution of
Penalty were transplanted from Japan. In addition, I examine how the ordinance systems imported by
Japan were adopted from western countries such as Germany, the United Kingdom, and the United States
during 19th-21st centuries. To learn how the changes of ordinance system occurred by time from the law
legacies of these countries is beneficial for understanding the whole picture of legal order.
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A Study on the Relationships among Inmate’s Social
Support, Resilience and Mental Health

Ko Yu-Chia

Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to explore the relationships among social support, resilience and
mental health of inmates in different background variables, and the correlation among them. The research
instruments of this study included Social Support Scale, Adolescence Learning Attitude Scale and Positive
Mental Health Scale.

The study was conducted in Taipei Detention Center. Inmates given 3 years imprisonment below and
classified mix-up confinement were selected as subjects, and 293 inmates were selected by questionnaire.
The data was statistically analyzed with descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA, Pearson correlation analysis
and multiple regression analysis. The main findings are as follows: There were positive correlations
among social support, resilience, and mental health. Resilience and social support indicate mental health.
Furthermore, social support had a partial mediating effect between resilience and mental health.

Key Words: inmate, social support, resilience, mental health
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Correction and criminal liability of mental disorder:
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Abstract

The article tries to introduce the mental health court in the United States, especially the Brooklyn
Mental Health Court. In Brooklyn, the mental health courts accept defendant who were accused of a
felony. On the other hand, in Taiwan, defendant who suffer from mental health problems can only receive
medical treatment under the enforcement of punishment. This is very different from the principle of
“diversion” of mental health court. Based on these differences, the article considers the possibilities of the
acquisition of the mental health court in Taiwan.
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