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Abstract

In the Information Aye, globalization has brought about the emergence of space
of flows and the risef network society. Its influence not only extends to the political,
social and economic levels, but also forms the global criminal economy. In Taiwan,
fraud has occurred from direct contact format (such astéefaee) to indirect ones
(such awia telgphones and the InterneOwing tothe government's comprehensive
investigation and the crosdrait joint criminal judicial ceoperation, the telecoms
fraud groups recently haweaveled across borders and even to the wivoldd. As
the relevant researdfasedon empiricaldata is scanthis researchimsto discuss
how criminal opportunities, spatial division of lah@nd social networksonstrucia
crossborder telecommunications fraudramal networkandthe special operational
mechanisnbehind it

In this research, | reviewed the relevant literature, analyzed empirical data, and
then condu@din-depth interviewsvith 18 respondents which include 11 prisoners, 4
criminal investigatas and 3 police liaison officerft.is concluded that criminal
oppatunitieswould influence the spatial division of labor and social networks within
criminal groups; these three important indicatarsnulatethe criminal network of
crossborder telecommunications fraud. A special operational mechanism combining
variouscriminal opportunities (the convergence of offenders, targets, absence of
guardians, antheansin which guardiansncludethe kevelof national, cyber and
financial regulations spatial mobility and division of labor with the thiptiace
mechanism, and strong and weak ties of social networks with theptrisdn
mechanism, transforms fraud networks into aréaching global criminal system.

The relationship between core granpmbers and the thiplersons not only a link
but also a breakpoint, and itusdoubtedlythe operationakey. Ultimately, this
research paints a clear picture of the global criminal networks and thus will possibly

benefit the development of futureminal prevention and correction policies.

Keywords: crosdorder telecommunications fraud, criminal network, criminal

opportunity spatial division of labor, social network
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